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President’s Corner 

Hi everyone, 

Hello August! So many great things will be  
Happening this month. We are so excited that 
New members are coming in and Renewals from 
current members are also coming in for this] 
great new year with LAPW. 
 
August brings so many things. The end of summer  
vacations, the beginning of school shopping, 
the wonderful Social Events get rolling with LAPW,  
and the beginning of fall colors. 
 
With seasons come change and with every new 
year comes change for us as well. How exciting! 
 
If you have renewed your membership, please be 
sure to stop by the table to get your beach towel. 
I have 1 for every new member. 
Contagious Joy, 

Darla Hacker 
2025-2026 LAPW President 
 

 

 

 

 

LAPW LEADERSHIP TEAM 2025-2026 

President 
Darla Hacker 
Country Financial 
darla.hacker@countryfinancial.com 
 
President-Elect 
Leah Chalmers 
Vivie  
leah.chalmers@vivie.org  
 
Treasurer 
Hanna Kettelhut 
Bell Investments 
hanna.kettelhut@lpl.com 
 
Secretary 
Katie Stokesbary 
Gardonville 
kstokesbary@gardonville.net  
 
Immediate Past President 
Emily Geris 
Vivie 
emily.geris@vivie.org  
 
Members-at-Large 
Lynn Barton 
Palmer Creations 
lynn@palmercreations.net  
 
Becky HaƯner 
HaƯner Family Farms 
wbhaƯner@gmail.com 
 
Emajean Hanson-Ford 
Douglas County HRA 
emajean.ford@douglascountyhra.org  
 
Stacy James 
American National Bank 
sjames@anbmn.com  
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LEADERSHIP TEAM (LT) UPDATES 

Renewals 

Membership Renewal –  

We only have a few more days until membership renewal is due on August 15th! If you have 
any questions about your renewal or the process, please feel free to reach out! 

I have attached the renewal link for easy access: 
https://www.lakesareaprofessionalwomen.com/membership-renewal/  

Reminder: 

There has been an increase in meal prices this year. The lunches are $18 per person. 

In your new membership sign-up, there is an option to buy Early Bird Gala Tickets for $40 
each, after August 15th the price will go to $50 each. Take advantage of the savings if you 
can. 

When you fill out your renewal for your LAPW membership there is now a spot to help with 
Scholarships. We would love to see the passion for our Scholarship Program come 
through to be able to bless those in the future that will earn them for their future learning. 

For purposes of paying your membership dues, you have the option of mailing a check 
payable to: 

                Lakes Area Professional Women 

                PO Box 214 

                Alexandria, MN 56308 

Or, if you prefer to pay online, you can do so using the donation link on our website at: 
https://www.lakesareaprofessionalwomen.com/contribute/  

Once your form of payment is submitted, Hanna Kettlehut will send you a receipt for your 
dues paid. 

We hope that you will consider renewing your membership! We are very excited to kick oƯ 
the upcoming term with our September Social, stay tuned for details on our LAPW 
Facebook page and we look forward to reconnecting with you this year! 
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Committee Announcements 

We Welcomed Lisa Bormann as a Member in our July meeting. 

 

Much planning for the new LAPW year is underway! Stay tuned for more.  

Save The Date For Our Next Meeting! 

When: Wednesday, August 27, 2025  
11:30am - 12:00pm: Networking & Lunch 
12:00pm: Meeting Called to Order 
 
Where: Grand Arbor by Vivie, Community Room 
4403 Pioneer Rd SE, Alexandria, MN 56308 
 
Speaker: Beth Leipholtz  

  

RSVP for our meeting HERE! 
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August Birthdays 

 Emajean Hanson-Ford – 3rd 
 Cassey Johnson – 5th 
 Irene Vagle – 12th 
 Faith Alberts – 19th 
 Stacey Doege – 19th 
 Katelyn Spangrud – 24th 

Let’s celebrate these members and wish them a happy birthday this month! 

Member Announcements (from July 23rd meeting) 

1. Melanie Danner: Downtown Alexandria Crazy Days - August 7th - 10th 

2. Jessica Downing & Lily Woods: Bio Hacking for Health & Longevity Retreat 

September 26th–29th - Location: Shady Rest Resort, Lake Amelia.  

Join us and take control of YOUR health. Learn from the following experts: Ryan Hoag, 
Jessica Downing, Dr. Lily Woods, Stephanie Frentzel, Dr. Even Eigen, Dr. Megan Hodges, 
and Jessica Wilson. You’ll leave with your own customized health plan for longevity and 
health optimization tailored to your unique needs and goals. 

LAPW Announcements/Resources 
Join our Members-Only Facebook Page! If you are on Facebook, this is a great 
way to get the latest updates on LAPW business and keep up with our community. 
Share your announcements or any fun information about what you have going on, so we 
can support each other! JOIN HERE! 
 
Contact Us: lakesareaprofessionalwomenmn@gmail.com  
Website: www.lakesareaprofessionalwomen.com  
 
Did you Know? Guests are allowed to attend three LAPW meetings before making the 
decision join us as a member. If you have a guest who attended a meeting but they still 
aren't quite sure if they want to join, invite them again so we can give them the opportunity 
to get a sense of how wonderful it is to be a member of LAPW! 
 


