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President’s Corner 

Hi everyone, 

Hello September! School is in full swing again,  
the leaves are changing color, and the days are 
getting shorter. Fall is approaching fast. I love the 
fall colors, sweatshirts and getting cozy with the 
fall weather moving in. Campfires and roasting 
marshmallows while being wrapped up in your  
favorite blanket. I can almost smell the fall breeze  
just thinking about it. 
 
Our new year with LAPW is getting started with a 
great bunch of ladies who have renewed their 
memberships and are making their benefits of  
being a member count. I love that! 
 
Just a quick reminder…September’s meeting will 
 be a business meeting. This means that there will 
be NO guests for this meeting. 
 
Contagious Joy, 

Darla Hacker 
2025-2026 LAPW President 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM (LT) UPDATES 

Reminder: 

There has been an increase in meal prices this year. The lunches are $18 per person. 

Gala Tickets are now $50 each.  

With all the new memberships, I wanted to announce that we have raised $450.00 for 
scholarships. Yeah!! Way to go LAPW Members. This is impressive. 

For those of you who still want to contribute to the scholarship fund, you have the option of 
mailing a check payable to: 

                Lakes Area Professional Women 

                PO Box 214 

                Alexandria, MN 56308 

Or, if you prefer to pay online, you can do so using the donation link on our website at: 
https://www.lakesareaprofessionalwomen.com/contribute/  

Once your form of payment is submitted, Hanna Kettelhut will send you a receipt for your 
contribution. 

We are excited to kick off the Socials with the Fall Boat Cruise, September 25th at 6:00 
pm; Location is Lakeside 180 S Lakeshore Dr, Glenwood, MN 56334. LAPW Members and 
guests of members only! Cost is $15 per member and $40 per guest. Please contact Leah 
Chalmers to RSVP (by September 18) and with any questions: 320-267-0340. 

Committee Announcements 

Membership (Nicole Mehrer): October we will have the new member 
inductions & orientation. Please donate to the gift bags for incoming 
members being inducted. 

Save The Date For Our Next Meeting! 

When: Wednesday, September 24, 2025  
11:30am - 12:00pm: Networking & Lunch 
12:00pm: Meeting Called to Order 
 

https://www.lakesareaprofessionalwomen.com/contribute/
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Where: Grand Arbor by Vivie, Community Room 
4403 Pioneer Rd SE, Alexandria, MN 56308 
 
NO Speaker: Business meeting – Here is the budget that we will be discussing in our 
business meeting on September 24th, 2025. 
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RSVP for our meeting HERE! 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jCUi0fRWRRYm59Q9vl6-TmYfy3bjJpYPyXZtdEObXw0/edit?usp=sharing
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September Birthdays 

9/2 Beth Leipholtz 

9/2 Tana Ziesmer 

9/11 Paige Meier 

9/14 Darla Hacker 

9/29 Susan Brown 

9/29 Marie Vatnsdal 

9/29 Maria Thompson 

9/30 Nicole Pfeffer 

Let’s celebrate these members and wish them a happy birthday this month! 

 

Member Announcements (from August 27th meeting) 

Member announcements ran long so committee announcements will be emailed out or 
discussed at our next meeting. Suggestions were made to limit member 
announcements to 45 sec or less. This will ensure that all members get this benefit 
without being cut off and will be respectful for those who have come to be our speaker to 
make sure they get their allotted time. Please provide Darla with your prefilled 
announcement sheet. These sheets are available at the check in table, anyone who 
fills out the announcement sheet will be called on to share, also please provide a link 
and/or contact information on the announcement sheet for further questions and we 
will list them in the E-News for you. If you do not have time to fill one out before the 
meeting, please make sure you fill it out to get it to Darla during announcements or we 
will put it in the E-newsletter. 

1. Tara Bitzan: Join us for the Let’s Talk About Neurodiversity event on Wednesday, October 
1st, from 5:00 to 6:30 PM at the Holiday Inn. This engaging session will explore the 
importance of understanding and embracing neurodiversity in our communities. 
Refreshments will be provided, and tickets are $20. If the cost is a barrier to attendance, 
please don’t hesitate to contact the Chamber of Commerce for assistance. 
2. Chamber Listen & Learn session on Tuesday, September 10th, from 12:00 to 1:00 PM, 
featuring Rick Sansted from Alexandria Public Schools. He will be discussing the upcoming 
Capital Projects Levy and what it means for our community. For more information and to 
register, please visit alexandriamn.org. 

http://alexandriamn.org/
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3. Chamber Fall Luncheon on Monday, September 15th, from 11:15 AM to 1:00 PM, 
featuring guest speaker Ted Schick presenting “I Work for You” – Lessons in Customer 
Service. This engaging session will offer valuable insights into building stronger customer 
relationships. Tickets are $30, and for more information or to register, please visit 
alexandriamn.org.. 
4. Tina Rice: The YMCA is offering a special promotion for all teachers and ATTC students 
by waving the enrollment fee. 

 
5. Decade Mobile DJ Service is now making bookings for your holiday and Christmas 
parties! Take advantage of our special holiday pricing and secure your date early. 
6. Maria Thompson: How to get better results from AI - tips sheet on how to get better 
results when you use ChatGPT, Copilot, Gemini etc.... this tip sheet has been put on FB. 
7. Angie Heidelberger: 5K Run / 1 Mile March - Saturday, November 1st at 9:00 AM for a 
meaningful event honoring our veterans. The event will be held at the Alexandria Shooting 
Park (6533 Co Rd 87). The event’s theme is “Raising Tomorrow’s Leaders to Honor Today’s 
Veterans,” with guest speaker Steve Boyd sharing insights to help bridge the generational 
gap. Tickets are $40 for adults (includes a T-shirt) and $25 for youth ages 12 and under (also 
includes a T-shirt). To register, please visit https://tinyurl.com/yh4h5k 
8. Sara Thingvold: The Morning Mindfulness Group meets on the first Thursday of each 
month from 8:30 to 9:30 AM. This welcoming community brings together like-minded 
leaders who are committed to living with greater intention, authenticity, purpose, and 
meaning. Whether you're just beginning your mindfulness journey or looking to deepen 
your practice, you're invited to join and grow alongside others who share your values. 
 
9. Kelly Jahner-Byrne: The HOW Conference, a one-day women’s business event, will be 
held on Monday, September 16th. This inspiring conference features 10 dynamic speakers, 
each delivering powerful, TED Talk-style presentations. Every speaker will share their top 
tip for success and leave attendees with one unforgettable word of inspiration. It’s a day 
designed to empower, connect, and energize women in business. 
10. Amy Olinger: The Central Lakes Symphony Gala will take place on Saturday, October 
12th from 4:00 to 7:00 PM at Carlos Creek Winery. Enjoy an evening filled with live and 

http://alexandriamn.org/
https://tinyurl.com/yh4h5k
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silent auctions, music, delicious food, and drinks in a festive atmosphere. This year’s 
theme is 1980s Hollywood Movies, so come dressed to impress and celebrate in style! 
11. Courtney Murphy: The AAEDC is seeking individuals who are either new to Alexandria or 
have moved away and returned and are willing to be interviewed to share their story. We’d 
love to hear why you chose to live in Alexandria, what you love about the area, and what 
makes this community special to you. 
12. Jessica Downing & Lily Woods: Biohacking for Health & Longevity Retreat, happening 
September 26–29 at Shady Rest Resort on Lake Amelia. This immersive experience is 
designed to help you take charge of your health and well-being. Learn from a powerful 
lineup of experts including Ryan Hoag, Jessica Downing, Dr. Lily Woods, Stephanie 
Frentzel, Dr. Even Eigen, Dr. Megan Hodges, Jessica Wilson, and more, all share cutting-
edge insights and practical tools for living a longer, healthier life. 
13. Dani Peterson: Together for Andy: Support his Recovery Journey -  
Help support the Heid family, a Meal Train and GoFundMe have been set up. Please keep 
Andy, Stacy and their family in your prayers. 
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/4g9gz6 
https://www.gofundme.com/.../together-for-andy-support... 
 
LAPW Announcements/Resources 
Join our Members-Only Facebook Page! If you are on Facebook, this is a great 
way to get the latest updates on LAPW business and keep up with our community. 
Share your announcements or any fun information about what you have going on, so we 
can support each other! JOIN HERE! 
 
Contact Us: lakesareaprofessionalwomenmn@gmail.com  
Website: www.lakesareaprofessionalwomen.com  
 
Reminder, NO GUESTS for the September Meeting. This is a Business Meeting Only. 
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