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President’s Corner 

Hi everyone, 

October is here already, where is the time going? 

It has been such a wonderful fall so far and I  

know the cooler weather is just around the  

corner. I am looking forward to it for the comfy 

clothing and firepit weather, but I am not looking 

forward to what comes next. My apologies to  

those of you who love that four letter word  

(snow). 

Our business meeting in September went well 

and we learned that there were some  

improvements that needed to happen on the  

spreadsheet for financials. You will see this  

updated in this newsletter. 

Contagious Joy, 

Darla Hacker 

2025-2026 LAPW President 
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COMMITTEE UPDATES 

Membership (Nicole Mehrer): Bring items for bags and get them to Nicole. 

Programming: 

Monthly Meetings (Emajean Hanson-Ford) – nothing to report  

After-Hours (Cassey Johnson/Maria Thompson) – Tip Talk – Work-Life Balance: The first 
session is October 13 at 4:30PM (location TBD). Speakers include Sara Thingvold, Tara 
Bitzan, and Lily Woods.  

Member Socials (Leah Chalmers) – The boat cruise has been canceled. Leah is planning a 
porch pot or wreath-making activity for some time in November. Stay tuned for more 
details! 

WOTY update – they are excited for nominations to open in January. No action or other 
updates are needed at this time. 

Events: (Katie Stokesbary, Katelyn Spangrud & Becky Haffner) - The Events Committee 
is currently seeking sponsors. If you're interested in supporting, please contact Becky or 
Emily. Business nominations open October 1, get ready to submit yours! 

Scholarship: (Nicole Fernholz) - nothing to report 

 

Save The Date For Our Next Meeting!   Inductions of New Members and Networking 

When: Wednesday, October 22, 2025  
11:30am - 12:00pm: Networking & Lunch 
12:00pm: Meeting Called to Order 
 
Where: Grand Arbor by Vivie, Community Room 
4403 Pioneer Rd SE, Alexandria, MN 56308 
 
Speaker: New member induction and networking – Let’s be sure to get to know the new 

members.        

RSVP for our meeting HERE! 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jCUi0fRWRRYm59Q9vl6-TmYfy3bjJpYPyXZtdEObXw0/edit?usp=sharing
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New Member Inductions for October: 

• Alicia Diaz  

• Aimee Goodwin 

• Angie Heidelberger  

• Sarah Iverson  

• Karen Meuwissen - rejoining 

• Bridget Qual  

• KayLynn Wold 

• Rebecca Nielsen 

October Birthdays 

Let’s celebrate these members and wish them a happy birthday this month! 

Zoe Felsch – 3rd 

Leah Chalmers – 7th  

Tara Bitzan – 11th  

Melanie Danner – 15th  

Michelle Huemoeller – 22nd 

We hope all of you have a wonderful birthday! 

Member Announcements (from September 24 meeting) 

Vic Dale: Choosing the Right Loan Monday, October 6, 5:30–6:30PM Join via Zoom or in 
person at: Brainerd & Fergus Falls Habitat for Humanity (no MMFCU staff at Fergus Falls). 
Learn about mortgage types like FHA, VA, USDA, Conventional, Jumbo, and ARM vs. Fixed. 
Loan officers will explain the pros and cons, and how to choose the best fit. 

Sara Thingvold: The Morning Mindfulness Group meets the first Thursday of each month 
from 8:30–9:30AM. Each session offers a fresh topic to help reset your mindset, boost 
energy, and strengthen emotional awareness. Join us to reconnect, recharge, and bring 
more joy and clarity into your life. 
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Sadie Enberg: New Member Orientation & Social, join us at Copper Trail Brewing Company 
on October 9th from 5:30–6:00PM for a casual meet-and-greet with new members. Stick 
around afterward for trivia night from 6:00–8:00PM 

Courtney Murphy: Business Career Exploration: October 8th from 10:00 – 1:00PM at the 
Viking Plaza Mall. 

Jody Dahlseid: Brandon’s True Value Store – Closing Sale, inventory markdowns from 
September 29 to October 31. Visit us at 106 Central Ave, Brandon, MN. Watch Facebook for 
sale updates and announcements. 

Dani Birkeland: Feel Fab, Fit & Full of Energy Event: Friday, October 11, 2025, at 10:00AM. 
Event will be held at MN Olive Oil Company in Glenwood.  

Aimee Goodwin: She’s featured on the cover of Definitive Women, where she shares her 
inspiring story. Be sure to pick up a copy on your way out. 

LAPW UPDATED BUDGET (see next page): 
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LAPW Announcements/Resources 
Join our Members-Only Facebook Page! If you are on Facebook, this is a great 
way to get the latest updates on LAPW business and keep up with our community. 
Share your announcements or any fun information about what you have going on, so we 
can support each other! JOIN HERE! 
 
Contact Us: lakesareaprofessionalwomenmn@gmail.com  
Website: www.lakesareaprofessionalwomen.com  
 
Did you Know? Guests are allowed to attend three LAPW meetings before making the 
decision join us as a member. If you have a guest who attended a meeting but they still 
aren't quite sure if they want to join, invite them again so we can give them the opportunity 
to get a sense of how wonderful it is to be a member of LAPW! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/590040738193078
mailto:lakesareaprofessionalwomenmn@gmail.com
http://www.lakesareaprofessionalwomen.com/

